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Untold Stories of the

Sarathis



Introduction

The Mo E-Ride derives all its power from the people behind the wheels. The 

women and transgender people are the driving forces behind the concept of 

E-Rickshaws introduced in Bhubaneswar. In an effort to move towards gender 

inclusion and women empowerment, the Mo E-Ride seeks to normalize the 

existence of women and the third sex in the urban transportation sector. 

These people are the changemakers, the ones who will take the initiative 

forward - the Sarathis - as they would be known.  
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The Sarathis came on board after several rounds of meetings with self-help 

groups and transgender communities. After two months of training, both 

theoretical and practical, the beneficiaries are all geared up forbeing out 
and about the streets of Bhubaneswar, connecting people’s doorsteps to Mo 

Bus Stops. The Sarathis are the face of Mo E-Ride and their contributions 

and participation makes Mo E-Ride a first-of-its-kind electric shared urban 
public transportation. These Sarathis, with willingness to carve a name for 

themselves and hopes of a better future, share their stories and life journeys…
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Sarathis
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MAKE YOUR CHOICE

I used to work in a jewellery shop but became 

jobless during lockdown. I took the Mo 

E-Ride opportunity because opportunities 

need to be taken advantage of or else it’s our 

loss. My family is supporting me to stand on 

my own feet. This will definitely help me to 
provide a good future for my child. People 

will say many things but we have to choose 

our own way to fulfil our requirements.

Kavita Mitra
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I’ve always had an inclination to learn driving. 

I know how to drive a car and a diesel auto. 

It’s been only a few months since I came 

out as a transwoman. I used to live a much 

shackled life as a man before. My boyfriend 

sent me to Meera Maa where I gradually 

learned to accept myself for who I am. 

I have to hear a lot of taunts at home. I’ve 

been beaten as well. There has never been 

any acceptance for transgenders in our 

society and I think it’ll be ages before we 

become a part of mainstream society. But I’m 

not afraid of anyone. 

WE’RE NOT AFRAID
Surmayi Das
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DOING WHAT I WANT 

I come from a joint family and have two kids. 

I used to work as a nurse before. I worked as 

a volunteer at Mission Shakti as well. I ride a 

scooty. My family is supportive and helps me 

in whatever I do.

I agreed to be a part of Mo E-Ride because 

I needed to find a profession that is time-
conducive and helps me become self-

dependent. I like the training we’re being 

provided with. My mother-in-law is my 

biggest supporter. Whenever anyone in our 

Sahi makes fun of us, she is the first to retort. 
She has always asked me to do whatever I 

wanted to. 

Soubhagini Ghadei
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My early days were filled with a lot of confusion 
over my gender. And when the realization came 

in, it was a sad moment for me because I knew 

I will not get any acceptance for who I am. 

Regardless, I’m determined to try this. Men and 

women do it, so can trans people. 

My family was a bit hesitant about how far this 

would work for me long-term. I talked with 

my mother and decided to try this. I was a bit 

scared about the reaction of family members. 

Now I’m confident enough to come here every 
day and train myself to showcase my skills to 

the world and establish my own identity. 

ESTABLISHING MY 
IDENTITY
Lucy Majhi
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DO NOT LISTEN TO OTHERS

Our financial condition is not good and I 
wanted to help my husband in earning a 

living. I used to work in the healthcare sector 

before but the conditions at home and my 

son’s health forced me to stay home. Now, I 

wish to try something different and go out to 

earn a living.

I’ve to improve my financial situation at home. 
As for the ones discouraging me, I know they 

won’t help me with money. I’ll have to take 

loans with interest which will make me debt-

ridden. It’s better to have my own money and 

work for it. 

Rinkima Digal
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I used to work in a call centre before. 

My mother handles all the financial 
responsibilities since my father is no more. 

She always encourages me and my sister to 

struggle and find our own feet. She has more 
hopes for me.

I have to improve my financial situation and 
I also have dreams of my own. My family 

supports me and I do not doubt my abilities. 

I let people say what they want. I can’t keep 

listening to them and not get out of the 

house. Whoever marries me has to respect 

what I do. It’s my life and I make the rules of 

choosing what I want to do. 

MY LIFE, MY RULES
Mamina Rout
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WE CAN DO ANYTING

I have a 12-year old daughter and I have been 

a housewife since marriage. I always wanted 

to earn, but could never find an opportunity. 
I was married off and since my father-in-law 

was old & sick, I had to stay home and take 

care of him. Despite that, I used to teach 

Yoga to kids in our basti. My family has had 

to deal with financial struggles since Covid-19 
happened. 

My husband is an auto driver and we used to 

earn a decent amount of money. But since 

Covid, things have become difficult for us. I’d 
always call upon God to show me a way to 

earn. That’s when E-Ride came in. I’m happy 

that a long-standing dream of mine is finally 
getting fulfilled. 

Sanjubala Sahoo 
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I have two kids. Prior to my marriage, I used 

to work as a daily wage labourer. Since 

marriage, I haven’t been working. I’ve been a 

housewife ever since. My family doesn’t get 

much to eat, my husband doesn’t work, so I 

need to earn. People around me would make 

fun of me since I’m not educated, but I’ll 

prove to them that I can drive.

My daughter is hopeful that once I begin 

to earn, we’ll be able to eat well. Men in my 

locality say that women cannot do anything. 

I take their words as a challenge. They have 

nothing that special that we do not. They try 

to scare us. But we are trying our best. 

WOMEN ARE 
ALL-ROUNDERS
Lakhmi Mantri
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GOING BEYOND 
GENDER BARRIERS

I have two daughters. My husband is no more. 

There are just the three of us, all women, in 

my family. I didn’t want to have another child, 

but my in-laws wanted a male child. I had a 

girl instead and five years later my husband 
passed away. I’m an NGO worker and work 

for Swaccha Bharat Mission. 

I also work at a placement office & go 
to work on Sundays. I used to drive my 

husband’s car and I also drive a scooty. 

My daughters support me a lot. My eldest 

wanted to be a part of this 

Mo E-Ride initiative, but I asked her to focus 

on her studies and complete the course 

instead. 

Pushpanjali Jena
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I’m the eldest of 5 siblings. Post lockdown, 

I came to Cuttack to work. I took a few part 
time jobs to sustain myself. I didn’t really 

realize all through my student life that I was a 

transgender. I was a bit effeminate and loved 

the company of girls. It was sometime in my 

high school that I began to realize that my 

feelings were different from the others.

I had a best friend and soon enough I began 

to realize how I felt. No matter where I went, 

people would make fun of me and catcall me. 

I had trouble staying in jobs. I entered the 

Mo E-Ride with the intention that I’d find a 
place where I’d be treated with respect. My 

family is happy that I’m looking and working 

towards a respectable profession. 

WE NEED RESPECT TOO
Dipti Nayak
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NEVER TOO LATE TO 
LIVE YOUR DREAMS

I have been a housewife since my marriage. 

I have been married for 20 years. I had 

dreams & ambitions when I was younger 

but since the family wouldn’t allow me to go 

anywhere, I couldn’t do anything. I was bored 

at home and I really wanted to go out and do 

something. When the Mo E-Ride opportunity 

presented itself, I expressed my desire to be 

a part of it. 

They relented ultimately. I have never 

been out anywhere on my own so they are 

apprehensive of how I’ll manage it. Women 

now drive everything - bikes, cars, trucks, 

buses, tractors. When I see them I wish to 

do the same. I couldn’t do anything when 

I was younger, I’d want to do something in 

whatever time I have left. 

Gitanjali Das

M O  E - R I D E 1 8



I WANT TO DRIVE A 
BUS SOME DAY

I have worked with the Municipality for 15 

years. I have two kids and I’m their sole 

guardian. I needed a more stable income 

that could also teach me new things. I was 

encouraged by my kids to have additional 

income as well since my present income 

isn’t enough to sustain us. I’ve driven 

battery-operated vehicles before for a 

while. 

So I have no problems with that. We 

anyway ride scooty so it’s not a big deal. 

I’ve also managed passengers and helped 

other people get similar jobs. I want to 

drive a bus too someday. People doubt 

our ability to drive & keep maintenance of 

our vehicles. But I wish to show them that 

women can do it too.

Subhasini Pradhan
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EXCITED TO LIVE A 
BETTER LIFE

My family has a grocery shop. I wasn’t 

doing any such work prior to joining 

the Mo E-Ride. I was told by a fellow 

batchmate about this initiative by the 

government. Since I wasn’t working 

anywhere anyway, I decided to try this out 

and learn how to drive. I haven’t driven 

any vehicle. I was a bit scared initially. 

But after practicing for a bit, I’m 

comfortable. I’m excited to be a part of 

the second batch. 

Dipi Pradhan
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SURVIVING ON MY 
OWN FOR MYSELF

I’m a widow and I have a daughter. I haven’t 

worked in any organized sector but I’ve 

worked in garment stitching shops as a tailor. 

I chose Mo E-Ride for better income facilities. 

There were a lot of other people who opted 

out but I decided to stay even after the 

second wave lockdown. I never thought 

about gender segregation. 

Everyone needs to earn a livelihood 

irrespective of their gender. The theory 

training that’s given to us has helped me 

know a lot. I can now teach those to others. 

My late husband would always advise me 

to learn everything. I always remember his 

words. I’ve been surviving on my own for 5 

years. I am taking care of my daughter so I 

need to do it. 

Kini Baskia
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COME FORWARD & LIVE 
YOUR LIFE

I am a mother of two kids. I have been 

working as a tailor for 15-16 years, right from 

my student days. During Covid lockdown, 
business took a hit. So I decided to try and 

change my path. My plan is to manage 

both works together. I have driven both 

autos and four-wheelers and I know how to 

manage roads and traffic. My kids are happy 
to see both the parents drive vehicles. 

I have received a lot of support for this 

and I’d encourage other women to come 

forward as well. The request is especially 
for the parents who are hesitant to let their 

daughters out.

Minakhi Das
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I have never been employed before. This is 

my first job. My family knows about it and 
they want me to earn a respectful living. 

It’s great to be here with people from my 

community as well as women. We are 

usually discarded wherever we go.

But this place is different. We can’t let fear 

override us. We can prove our mettle and 

earn a living at the same time. I feel people 

will accept us as well as the E-Ride.

Sumi Pingua

ACCEPTANCE WILL 
COME IN
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HERE TO DO WHATEVER 
I CAN

I have been in Bhubaneswar for 8 months. 

I wasn’t earning anything before. Since my 

family was not agreeing to get me married 

to the person I wanted to, I eloped and got 

married. I live with my husband in a rented 

accommodation.

Our landlord encouraged me to try the 

Mo E-Ride. At first, my in-laws were 
very apprehensive of a woman driving 

an E-Rickshaw. But, once we explained 

everything to them they gave us consent. 

I asked a few girls from our village too but 

they were hesitant. Nevertheless, I’m here to 

do whatever I can to stand on my own feet. 

Anuradha Mallick
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NO PREJUDICES IN MY 
MIND

I live in a joint family. My parents had 

an interfaith marriage. My mother has 

been driving an auto for 3 years now. 

She encouraged me to learn to drive this 

E-Rickshaw. I have also driven a bike and car. 

My mother has been the driving force since 

childhood.

Since my father had been sick for a long time, 

mother took the responsibility of taking care 

of all of us - my father and five kids. That’s why 
she began to drive autos. Transgender are a 

lot like us, the women. We travel together and 

do not bother about what people say; they are 

our friends. Whatever they do, they do it for 

their livelihood. Since I did not grow up with 

any prejudices, I do not resent transgenders.

Shabnam Nayak

M O  E - R I D E 2 5



IT’S A DIFFERENT KIND 
OF EXPERIENCE

I live by myself in Bhubaneswar. My family 

lives in the village. My daughter lives with 

one of my sisters. I left my husband because 

of domestic violence. I’ve been living on my 

own for the last 15-16 years. I used to work as 

a daily wage labourer and a housekeeper in 

different malls. But because of health issues, 

I had to quit most of those jobs. Salary was 
less and there was a lot of work pressure. I 

left the job and went bac k to my village. 

I decided to opt for Mo E-Ride because 

it provides a different kind of experience 

altogether. I have a lot of anxiety and my 

past haunts me often. But I try to be prompt. 

I shoulder the financial responsibilities of my 
family and my goal is to take care of them 

and build a decent home for us. Everyone 

asked me not to leave the housekeeping job 

for an E-Auto, but I decided to not listen to 

them. 

Sabita Bhoi
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WORKING ON BEING 
BETTER EVERYDAY

I used to work in a school. Since Covid, 
schools have been closed and I was forced 

to be at home. I was encouraged by my 

brother to join Mo E-Ride. I wanted to drive 

a vehicle anyway and I’ve been receiving 

a lot of cooperation from everyone. We 

all mingle very well and travel to classes 

together. I used to ride my brother’s bike 

and also ride a scooty. People make mean 

comments on women riding bikes or driving 

E-Rickshaws. But, I do not pay attention 

anyway. I’ll be earning money through Mo 

E-Ride and that’s why I keep all my fears 

aside as well. I get nervous at times while 

answering questions in the classroom but 
I’m working on it. 

Sapani Hembram
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DO NOT NEED VALIDATION 
FROM OTHERS

I am a single mother of 2 daughters. I have 

worked as a cook. My family encouraged 

me to try the Mo E-Ride, go out and see if 

I can handle passengers and drive on the 

road. We were counselled by Anganwadi 

didis and given a Mo Bus pass to commute 

daily to the training centre.

I have gotten a hang of the vehicle now 

and I also teach other trainees. It’s such 

a huge deal that earlier we used to travel 

with other people and now they will sit 

and travel in our vehicle. My kids are very 

excited to see me drive. I know people 

will slowly open up to us. Now that we are 

here, we have gained confidence to drive 
and be out on the streets. It will be our job 

and we do not need any validation from 

other people. 

Sujata Das
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I want to be self-sufficient & independent, 
with my life choices and finances. This 
initiative is a boost to all the women & 

transgenders who share the same dream. We 

aren’t less than men in any way.

I want to see a reliable independent 

future for me. I feel proud to be a part of 

something that symbolises change in our 

society. I would like to urge all the women 

& transgender people to take this as your 

sign to be independent as well as be the 

backbone of your family. 

STAY FINANCIALLY 
STRONG
Madhusmita Patra
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A RAY OF HOPE
Sasmita Pati

I’ve a diploma in civil engineering. I’ve 

played Kabaddi at district and state 

level. My aim was to get into the Police 

Academy.  I have many such dreams of 

using all my talents but so far, I haven’t 

been able to fulfill all of them. When I was 
told about this Mo E-Ride initiative and 

I came and saw people in the first batch 
driving here, I developed an interest. I love 

to drive and I like interacting with people 

of age groups here.

We all help each other out. They ask me 

to explain things to them and I oblige. My 

parents have been extremely supportive 

and never opposed anything that I set out 

to do. And all those people who doubt my 

abilities will get their answer when they 

see me proving them wrong. There have 

been times when I’ve felt lost & hopeless. 

But, this initiative has come as a ray of 

hope to me. 
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I had come to Bhubaneswar from Daringbadi, 

Kandhamal, to look for work. One of the 

security guards who works here told me 

about this new initiative. I enquired more 
about it and found it to be suitable for me. 

I had come here pretty aimlessly, I wasn’t 

sure what I wanted to do. But, Mo E-Ride 

has provided me with that platform. I was 

especially happy to see people from foreign 

countries supporting us. It’s really fun 

learning something I didn’t know I could. I 

think I’ve come to the right place.

THIS IS THE RIGHT 
PLACE
Nibedita Pradhan
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BACK TO SCHOOL DAYS

I was working with a survey team when we 

came across people from the first batch of 
Mo E-Ride. I expressed an interest because 

I needed more work. My husband works as 

a driver and he trained me during the 2020 

COVID-19 lockdown. But I could not clear 
the test. He and everyone at home keeps 

insulting me for this.

I wanted to prove to them that I can 

drive. My dream is to pick up and drop 

my grandchildren from school even after 

I become a senior citizen. I received a lot 

of encouragement from everyone here on 

my very first day. I’ve learned a lot of new 
things in just a month & I feel I’m back to 

my school days at the age of 45.

Pramila Mohanty
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I work as a cook and often encounter 

rudeness from the people I work for. I’m very 

grateful to be a part of this initiative. My elder 

daughter persuaded me to try this out so 

that I can do something on my own. My goal 

is to move ahead in life and take care of my 

two kids who are solely dependent on me.

I’ve received a lot of help & cooperation 

from everyone involved in the initiative. I get 

nervous and doubt my capabilities, but then 

I’m also amazed to see so much support & 

encouragement coming in from the faculty 

and my batchmates. Here, it’s all different, 

it has a vibe that one can find only in 
Badadanda - near Jagannath Temple.

IT’S ALL BECAUSE OF 
THE SUPPORT
Mama Behera
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I am a housewife. I don’t go out of the 

house. My husband found out about 

Mo E-Ride and encouraged me to try it 

out. I have never been on a cycle. I was 

married off at a young age and never really 

discovered any of my talents nor did I get 

any opportunity to do so.

But coming here has given me hope of 

finding my feet. The trainers here always 
encourage us to learn new things. That 

takes away my doubts. In any case, the 

only reason women have been second 

class citizens is because of lack of financial 
independence. I hope that I’ll be able to 

support my household income.

Rajeswari Sethy

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM 
EVERYONE INVOLVED
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I was looking for opportunities to work and 

stand on my own feet. When I got to know 

about Mo E-Ride from ARUNA, I decided 

to go for it. I love the kind of training being 

imparted to us. I haven’t been behind the 

wheels ever. But looking at the way we are 

treated and provided with all the necessary 

support, I have gained courage to try it, at 

least.

Unless women seek their own well-being, 

they won’t get what they want. I meet 

different people here & learn a lot from them 

everyday, I don’t listen to naysayers though. 

My kids encourage me too and say that we 

can’t keep listening to what others say. I 

know whatever little fear I have will go away.

NO ROOM FOR 
OTHERS’ OPINIONS
Laxmipriya Pradhan
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I had come with one of the neighbours 

to see the training the first batch were 
undergoing. My husband passed away 

during the second wave of COVID-19. I had 
never been out of the house before but now 

I have to. My mother too encouraged me to 

find work. I was still scared because I’m not 
educated.

But I receive a lot of motivation here. I’m 

able to free up my mind here by learning 

new things, meeting new people & trying 

to drive. I have seen members of the first 
batch ride the E-Rickshaw and I wish to 

do the same. I can’t sit at home and wash 

utensils all my life. I’ve to let go of that fear.

Namita Sahu

TAKING ON A NEW 
JOURNEY
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I was excited to see people from the first 
batch ride the E-Rickshaw. Everyone around 

me was hesitant when I joined. I wish to 

prove to them that I can drive an E-Rickshaw. 

I get such questions everyday when I step 
out of the house to come for training.

I don’t say anything back but I have this 

firm resolve to let my driving show them 
what I can do. They don’t believe me when 

I tell them about the training. But I wish to 

let them see for themselves. I need to take 

care of myself and my family and I’m willing 

to deal with the questions. I’ve made up my 
mind anyway.

WILLING TO WORK 
HARD
Puspanjali Marandi
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My husband found out about Mo E-Ride. I 

was scared to be a part of it then. But my 

husband contacted ARUNA and told me to 

try it out. Since I’m scared to go out of the 

house, I refused initially. But my husband 

and one of the members of the first batch 
asked me to go and see for myself before 

making a decision. 

I came and I liked it here. I had no idea 

about anything on the road, the rules, etc. I 

am learning all of that here. I am a 9th Std 
dropout and this feels like a second school. 

My kids too encouraged me to come. 

Everybody’s support has led me to this. I 

have always been scared of driving despite 

my husband and kids encouraging me. But 

now, I try to do it.

Priyanka Mallick

HERE BECAUSE OF 
EVERYONE’S SUPPORT
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I love driving, be it two-wheelers or four-

wheelers. I always wanted to own a vehicle 

but could never do that because of financial 
constraints. I took this opportunity to fulfill 
my love for driving and earn a living too. I 

am getting to know the road rules that I had 

skipped earlier. Also learned about the parts 

of E-vehicles.

This is interesting to me because my 

family does not encourage women to be 

independent. What’s the point of education 

if it does not empower you? I told them that 

I’ll do something on my own. It’s amazing 

to make friends here and find so much 
exposure through interaction with others. I’m 

discouraged by people but I have resolved to 

prove my abilities.

RESOLVED TO PROVE 
MY ABILITIES
Sarita Kumari Das

M O  E - R I D E 3 9



I was working in SUM Hospital. I don’t 

mingle with people usually. It’s been a while 

since I’ve begun to interact with people. But 

now, I’ve begun to talk to people and love 

learning new things. The kind of training 

that is being provided to us has given us 

enough confidence to try being on the road 
by ourselves.

There’s nothing to be scared of. I’m also 

trying to learn English so that if someday 

I go to some other country, I’ll be able to 

interact with them. My goal is to never be 

a liability to anyone, as people always take 

women to be.

Barsa Nayak

NOT A LIABILITY
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I have a shop where I sell groceries. I was told 

by one of my neighbours about Mo E-ride. 

She asked me to visit the training centre and 

see if I like it. I came here and was impressed 

with women and transgenders riding the 

E-Rickshaw. Despite initial hesitation on the 

part of my family, I was assertive and decided 

to receive training.

I wish to make my village proud. I have never 

been behind the wheels but it is great to be 

here. I feel empowered as a woman. I won’t 

have to depend on my husband and will be 

able to provide for my family.

MAKE MYSELF PROUD
Kumari Das
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I came here on the insistence of a friend of 

mine. I have two kids. My husband passed 

away and I am the sole bread-winner. I was 

in a lot of trouble financially because there 
was no single source of income. It was really 

scary at first because I’ve not been behind 
the wheels before.

But my friend encouraged me and assured 

me that I’d be able to handle it and develop 

confidence soon enough. I used to work as 
a labourer since the death of my husband. I 

hope whatever little fear I have will go away 

with practice.

Golapa Behera

WILLING TO WORK
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I came here on the insistence of one of the 

batchmates from the first batch. I came here, 
interacted with the trainers & people from 

the first batch. Since I work as a housemaid & 
have household responsibilities, I was unsure 

about committing to the programme. But I 

have been provided with all flexibility here.

People like me are scared to go out on our 

own, let alone talk to people. Things are 

different here and we feel free to talk and 

converse. We are not educated. Hence, this 

is our opportunity to learn. We share our 

problems with each other and that has been 

the best part.

OUR OPPORTUNITY 
TO LEARN
Bishnupriya Nayak
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I was doing odd jobs before. My father is a 

driver and I learned to drive with him. When 

I heard about Mo E-Ride from a friend, I 

decided to check it out. I visited the depot, 

talked to the trainers here and found it quite 
appealing. It is really fun to be here.

I’ve driven two-wheelers before and this is 

an addition to my talent. My mother was the 

first to encourage me to opt for Mo E-Ride. 
I wasn’t aware of traffic rules and the 
nuances of parts of vehicles. Now that I am, 

I feel we can be better than the first batch. I 
have a few friends who are interested and I 

encourage them to be here.

Sukanti Nayak

WE STRIVE TO BE BETTER
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I had enquired about Mo E-Ride from 
beneficiaries of the first batch. I was intrigued 
by this and hence, decided to be a part of it. 

My husband passed away from blood cancer 

4 years ago and I have 3 kids. They wish to 

study and become financially independent. I 
wish to nurture that dream of theirs.

I work in the flower shop my husband had. 
This is to supplement that income. I haven’t 

driven any vehicle before but I do wish 

to try my best and do whatever I can to 

survive & build a better future. My daughters 

encourage me to try and succeed in this 

exam of life.

TRYING MY BEST HERE
Matajee Rana
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My brother-in-law told me about Mo E-Ride. 

I was unemployed. Despite zero experience, 

I decided to go for it. My husband was 

very supportive. He said it was far more 

important to learn something new than to 

expect results out of everything we do. I 

have driven a two-wheeler before but had 

no idea what a vehicle entails.

Learning about vehicle parts and road rules 

has been eye-opening so far. I have a young 

child & I wish to educate him. I still take 

time out from motherly responsibilities and 

come for training everyday. Confidence has 
come in now and I am waiting to take the 

E-Ride out on the road.

Kunmun Das

HERE TO LEARN & APPLY
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I used to study in CIPET. Since our college is 
located on the interior road, I used to see a 

lot of people finding it difficult to reach the 
Mo Bus stop in time because there were no 

shared autos or anything available. We had 

to reserve autos to go to the main road. I 

wanted to learn to drive because of the same 

reason.

I drive four-wheelers and two-wheelers but 

don’t own a vehicle. Joining Mo E-Ride is a 

step towards adding a new skill as well as 

helping people. I love being in the classes, 

learning more about how vehicles work & 

overcoming fear. We get a lot of courage 

from our trainers, Dipti Ma’am and GIZ. 

COURAGE HAS 
REPLACED FEAR
Chinmayee Singh
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I am a student and I juggle training and 

work together. My mother is an ASHA 

worker. She found out about Mo E-Ride and 

asked me to try it out. I work as a data entry 

operator to manage my own expenses. I do 

wish to study further. My dream is to get 

into the Police force.

Learning about vehicles has been an 

enriching experience. I need to create a 

better future for myself and Mo E-Ride, I 

believe, will help me get closer to all of my 

dreams and goals.

Barsa Behera

CLOSER TO MY DREAMS
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I saw the route training being carried out 

near SUM Hospital where I live. I asked them 

about it and decided to try it out. I asked 

at the Mo Bus depot about it and found 

out contact details. Though I am late to the 

training, I’ve been trying my best to keep up 

with my batchmates. I’ve been treated very 

well here.

I love practicing in the vehicle. It seems very 

easy. I had heard about battery-operated 

scooty before but never an e-rickshaw. 

Driving an E-Rickshaw is easy and I’m 

confident I’ll be able to do it well. I’ve the 
support of my parents, husband and children 

and I need to make the most of it.

CONFIDENT ABOUT MY 
ABILITIES
Minakhi Patra
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I’m a mother of a 12-year-old. I’m estranged 

from my husband and live with my parents, 

brother & sister-in-law. I used to work with 

an NGO in housekeeping for 2 years. I have 

driven a scooty as well as an auto. I just 

need to learn how to drive an E-rickshaw on 

public roads.

My only goal is to enable my daughter 

to study further so that she can make 

something of herself. I am a single earning 

member and take care of my parents, 

brother and my daughter. It’s been really 

difficult surviving on my own with a child to 
take care of. I need to stand on my own feet 

so that I wouldn’t need a man to take care 

of either me or my daughter.

K Tulsidas

IT’S MORE THAN JUST 
SURVIVAL
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I am from Nuapada and have been living in 

Bhubaneswar for 3-4 years. When I found 

out about Mo E-Ride from a relative of 

mine, it excited me. I have a diploma in Civil 
Engineering. So, obviously my parents were 

apprehensive about it.

People around me would ask my parents 

to discourage me from pursuing this. But, 

I thought of learning something new and 

pushing myself to see what all I can do. The 

whole point is to make it better for people 

and for my monthly earnings.

CAN’T LET FEAR WIN
Kalyani Nayak
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I am from Mayurbhanj. I got to know about 

it through a friend and decided to try it 

out. In any case, as a transgender, I need 

to be self-dependent. I have a desire to 

work and take care of my family. Now that 

I have begun driving practice, it feels good 

and I feel I can do it. I like how the trainers 

behave with us.

I get to interact with so many people and 

that makes me confident. People can say 
whatever they want, but we can’t keep 

listening to their words. Our goal is to 

make something of our own. We’ll tolerate 

whatever we can and work. This courage 

has to come from within. 

Trupty Nayak

COURAGE FROM WITHIN
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I’m the eldest of 4 siblings. My father died a 

few years ago. I had to drop out of school to 

earn money after my mother got a paralysis 

attack. I worked in housekeeping in a hospital 

for 2 years and also engaged in farming 

in our village for 5 years. I now work as a 

cleaner with the BMC. I see people preferring 
sons over daughters even though sons too 

leave their parents behind once they get 

married.

My goal is to do everything a man does and 

take care of my parents even after I get 

married. At first I was scared with this idea 
of driving in the capital city. But I gathered 

courage and came in. I want women to be 

self-dependent so that they do not have to 

suffer because of dowry. I was extremely 

nervous about E-Rickshaws and I’m not even 

that educated. But now, all I want to do is 

learn how to be confident on the road.

DESIRE TO BE 
SELF-RELIANT
Laxmipriya Besra
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We are 4 brothers and 1 sister. I moved 

to Bhubaneswar a few months ago. I was 

never comfortable at home, I didn’t have 

any friends. I found out about Meera Ma’am 

online and came here. I was preparing 

for the GATE exam but couldn’t ever feel 

accepted at home. I could never appear for 

the exam. I wanted to apply to the IITs for a 

Master’s degree. 

Since I was not comfortable mingling with 

men, I had to be at home all the time. 

I thought mingling with people of my 

community would be more beneficial. I 
felt good once I came here. All I hope for 

is some employment via Mo E-Ride. It’s a 

great opportunity for people like us and I’d 

really encourage more members of the TG 

community to come and explore, if they are 

still hesitant.

Wasim Ahmed

IN SEARCH OF 
BELONGINGNESS
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I’ve been in Bhubaneswar for 6 months. I 

had no means of employment. Though it is 

difficult to manage, I am able to come for 
training. Since E-rickshaws are pretty new for 

us, I was not sure if I’d be able to drive it. The 

treatment meted out to us is good and that, 

too, is a new thing for our community. I love 

the practice sessions on the vehicles. 

My family has no idea about what I do or 

where I am. I used to work in a canteen 

before. This is a completely new venture for 

me. I was scared of driving before. This time 

around, I made up my mind to do it.

IT’S A NEW WORLD
Mami Tiria
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The Mo E-Ride comes as a beacon of hope for a lot of people - the 

beneficiaries, the passengers as well as the people of Bhubaneswar. The 
women and transgenders that signed up against all odds are the USP of 

this initiative. Providing them with an inclusive classroom and training 

environment led them to bond with each other, so much so that they fell 

in love with the process of learning and the camaraderie that mushroomed 

during the 60-days of training. 
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Mo
E-Ride
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People are at the core of urban 

mobility. As a primary agency to 

operationalize public transit, the 

Government of Odisha and CRUT 
have been committed to providing 

people-centric operations and 

staying aware of the changing needs 

of commuters to expand their reach. 

The city’s public transportation has 

undergone its long-awaited facelift 

as Electric Buses & Rickshaws 

are ready to serve the citizens of 

Bhubaneswar. 
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The newly introduced Electric Buses will provide zero-emission transportation 

whereas Mo E-Ride will provide as a feeder service (last-mile connectivity) 

to Mo Bus. With the support of the Government of Odisha, CRUT aims to 
expand its services across other cities in Odisha. These electric mobility 

options will provide people with a safe, affordable and environment-friendly 

way to move around.
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